Agel & - we oe SE VE Fhe Py str ' 9 * Z 
fs 5. «Oe ‘5 Bb eee oS SF tam on SF: #5 a - Sia 
- a eee Oe Beige ae Mes ge! ee a ee ry Sa “Ste, ee 
ae ee ds ee 
7 : tp ad ae 
2 : . 7 me Was ae oN 
%2 ft ; ? . 7 F zt 
ry Sa. e * a 
a £ s ‘ 
ere a at ‘ ~ 
“ i ~~ . = 
- : 
+ = i vir oe 
f 





Jge[-° | ‘BIBLIOTHECA INDICA S|. 
A COLLECTION OF ORIENTAL WORKS + _ a 


ka 


nu . * = _ = eg ose cs 7 ae os 


eye _TARIKH-I-SHAHI ~ af ae 


and tact die 
* 
y 


By ARE at 
‘ 
7 


aa 
hme © ALs0 | KNOWN, AS TARIRH-1-SALATIN-I-AFAGHINA) 


Be oe P: i OF % 


Jie AHMAD YADGAR ‘ : 

o 2; oe . ce . 
‘A HISTORY OF THE SULTANS OF DELHI FROM uate 
: SHE TIME OF BAHLOL LODI (A.H. 855-894) TO. on 





ia ngagtene Meithe GE aanet IT. 


<2 
poi ee 
‘ a 

‘ 

a 

, 

? 


nee <THE RE OF EMPEROR AKBAR INTO DELHI Nn. oe See eos 
ee ere: oe AH, 964- - Ry ea ee 
7 \ x Vee f° 3 _ EDITED BY bs o aoe LT: Paces 





meses gh M. HIDAYAT. HOSAIN' 








ae 






Printed at the Baptist Mission Press 





Published by the mages Asiatic rr, of Bengal,” ke 
‘ 
Nog 








. NOTICE. 





BIBLIOTHECA INDICA 


PUBLISHED BY 
THE ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY OF BENGAL 


Tux Bibliotheca Pndica is a collection of works belonging to or 
treating of. Oriental literatures and contains original text editions 
as well as translations into English, and also bibliographies, dic- 
tionaries, grammars, and studies. 

The publication was started in 1849, and consists of an Old 
and a New Series. The New Series was begun i in 1860, and is still 
running. 

The issues in the series consisted originally of fascicles of 96 
or 100 pages print, though occasionally numbers were issued of 
double, triple or larger bulk, and in a few cases even entire works 
were published under a single issue number. Of late years the 
single issues are made as much as possible to constitute complete 
. volumes. Several different works are always simultaneously in 
progress. Each issue bears a consecutive issue number. The 
Old Series consists of 265 issues; in the New Series, till January 
Ist, 1939, inclusive, 1,519 issues have been published. These 
1,784 issues represent 254 different works; these works again 
represent the following literatures :— 


Sanskrit, Prakrit. 
Rajasthani, Kashmiri, Hindi. 
Tibetan. 

Arabic, Persian. 


Several works published are partly or wholly sold out, others 
are still incomplete and in progress. A-few works, mpenehs incom- 
plete, have been discontinued. 

: Two price-lists concerning the Bibliotheca Indica are available 
’ and may be had on application. One describes the’ Indian and 
the other the Islamic works published in the. series. Bhese lists 


are periodically revised. : 

The standard sizes of the Bibliothece, Indica’ irs thes — 
Demy (or email). octave, : a 
eye | = large) octavo. ee 
Quart 


The prices vot the Bibliotheca Indica as revised in 1923 are 
based (with some exceptions) on the following scale per unit of 
96 or 100 pages in a fascicle as the case may be :— 
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PREFACE 


This work is commonly known by the name of Tar7kh-7-Salatin-i- 
Afdghina, though in my opinion it should be called Tarikh-i-Shahi. 
It is important as it deals with the last two years of Babur’s 
reign in detail and with the Afghan rulers of India in full. It gives 
an account of Bahlil Litdi (A.H. 855 894. A.D. 1451-1488), Sikandar 
bin Bahia] (A.H. 894-923, A.D) L4S8-1517). Tbraihim bin Sikandar 
(A.A. 923 O80. AD. 1517 1526), Sher Shih (AH. 946-952, A.D. 
1589-1545), [slim Shah CAVH. 952 960, AD. 1545-1552), Firtiz, Shah 
who reigned only for two months (A.H. 960, A.D). 1552), ‘Adil Shah 
(A.H. 960-961, A.D. 1552-1553), Ibrahim Sitr (A.H. 961-962, A.D. 
1553-1554) and Sikandar Shah (A.H. 962, A.D. 1554). It also deals 
incidentally with Babur (A.H. 932-987, A.D. 1526-1530), Humaytn 
(A.H. 937-963, A.D. 15380-1556) and the entry of Akbar (A.H. 963-— 
1014, A.D. 1556-1605) in A.H. 964 (A.D. 1556) into Delhi. A narrative 
of these three sovereigns of the Mogul Dynasty was not the chief object 
of the author, but as their story is inseparably mixed up with the 
accounts of some of the rulers of the Afghin dyvaf@ty, the author had 
to refer to these three also. S - 9 

The author of the work is Ahmad Yadgir. Wer Ghtle i is known 
about him, except what he himself states in the preface. He was at 
the court of Da’iid Shah bin Sulaimin, the last King of Bengal (A.H. 
980-984, A.D. 1572-1576). The present work was composed by him 
under the orders of Da’iid Shah as the latter wanted a history of the 
Afghin rulers to be written on the same lines as those of Minhaj-ud-Din 
Jizjini and Diya’ Barani who had composed the Tabagdt-i-Nasiri | 





1 The Tabagat-i-Ndgr77 1s a general history of the world from the carliest times 
to A.H. 658 (A.D. 1259), dealmg more especially with the dynasties which 
flourished in Ghir, Ghaznah and Hindustan in the 6th and 7th centuries of 
the Hijrah. It. author is Minhaj-ud-Din bin Siraj-ud-Din Jnzjaini. He wa» 
born in A.H. 508, A.D TIGb. and was brought ap im the daram of the Princess 
Mah-i-Mulk who was a daughter of Saltan Ghiy ath-ud-Din Muhammad bin Sim 
and a foster sister of Minhaj-ud-Din’s mother. He came to India in A.H. 624, 
A.D. 1227, at Uchh. then the scat of Sultin Naar ud-Din Qabachah. After the 
overthrow of Qabichah by Altamish (tutmishy he followed the conqueror to 
Delhi and filled under him and his successors the highest office of the law. His 
Indian career is told by Elhot (Histery of India, Vol Ti. pp 260and 261) The 
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and Tartkh-i-Firiiz Shahi! respectively at the request of their rulers. 
On the other hand Elliot (Vol. V.p. 1) remarks © The author mentions 
incidentally that his father was wazir to Mirza Askari, when the latter 
was in command of Humiaytin’s advance guard in his campaign in 
Gujarat. Elliot obtained this statement from Blochmann (see note I, 
p. 1. Vol. V). Beveridge also (Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 
New Series, Vol. NIT, 1916, p. 287) says: “his (Ahmad Yadgiir's) father 
was in the service of Humiayiin’s brother Mirza ‘Askari. This fact 
is based on the sentence 


03 9 Sue \5_pa cay) ob, Oboe Soe Bed 3 Wane os 
3 Suisse 0d 9 oil wk 2 \ s 340 é 2 s meer 
8 New) oS ee sUaal 


occurring on p. 143 of the present text. The author has copied 
verbatim the entire history of Humayiin from the Tabagat-i-A kbavi, 
and the sentence, cited above. occurs therein (Vol. II, p. 37). 
Blochmann, Elliot and Beveridge were all misled into thinking that 





present work is dedicated to the son of Altamish, Nasir-ud-Din Mahmiid Shah 
(A.H. 644-664, A.D. 1246-1265). Tt was completed in the month of Shawwal. 
A.H. 658, A.D. 1260. A portion of this work, which is connected with the 
history of India, comprising sections XI, XVIT-XXTI has been edited by Captain 
Nassau Lees in the Bibliotheca Indica, Calcutta, 1864. An English translation 
of the entire work except the first six sections by Major H. G. Raverty has been 
printed in the same series, and copious extracts from the Tabaqat. in English, 
will be found in Elliot's History of India (Vol. II, pp. 259-383). See also 
Akbbar-ul-Akhyar, p. 79, Hajji Whalifa, Vol. TV, p. 153, Aumer, Minchen 
Catalogue, p. 67; Rieu, British Museum Catalogue, Vol. I, p. 72; Ethé, India 
Office Catalogue No, 14; Ethé, Bodleian Catalogue, No. 16, and Abdul Muqtadir, 
Bankipore Catalogue, Vol. II, p. 5. 

1 The Térikh-i-Firiz Shahi is a history of the Kings of Delhi, from the 
accession of Sultan Ghiyath-ud-Din Balban (A.H. 662. A.D. 1263) to the sixth 
year of the reign of Firaiz Shah (A.H. 758, A.D. 1356) by Diya’-ud-Din Barani. 
He was born in A.H. 684, A.D. 1285, and was the favourite disciple of the most 
celebrated saint Khwajah Nizam-ud-Din Auliya (d. A.H. 725, A.D. 1324). He 
frequently associated with learned men and enjoyed the close friendship of Amir 
Khusrau and Mir Hasan of Delhi. He died probably in or shortly after A.H. 
758, A.D. 1357, amd wes buried in the Mausoleum of his spiritual guide. See 
Akhbar al-Akhyar, p. 117% Elliot, History of India, vol. ITT, p. 98, and Vol. IV, 
p. 484; Rieu, Cat. British Museum, Vol. ITI, p. 919, Ethé. India Office Cat. 
No. 211; Ethé, Bodl. Cat. Nos. 172-174, and Abdul Muqtadir, Bankipore 
Catalogue, Vol. VII, p..26. 
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the present writer was the son of the wazir to Mirza ‘Askari on account 


of this sentence. It should be noted that the sentence was not his, 
but only a verbatim citation from the Tubagat-i-Akbari as shown 
above. 

The author mentions as his authorities two works, viz. the Tarikh- 
i-Nizdmi and the Ma‘dan-i-Akhbar. The Tarikh-i-Nizdmi should be 
identified with the Tabaqdt-i-Akbari) by Nizam-ud-Din Ahmad bin 
Mugim al-Haravi. According to the latter's own statement in the 
preface, he was descended from Khwajah ‘Abdullah Ansari (¢. A.H. 481, 
A.D. 1088), the celebrated saint of Hirat. His father Khwajah Muqim 
Haravi had been successively Diwan of the household of Emperor 
Babur, and Wazir of Mirza ‘Askari, Governor of Gujarat. He held a 
high military command under Akbar. He died at the age of 45 in 
A.H. 1003, A.D. 1594, in the 39th vear of Akbar’s reign. This work is 
known by three different names: (1) the Tabaqat-i-Akbar Shahi, (2) 
Tabaqit-i-Akbart, and (3) Tarikh-i-Nizdii. By Ma‘dan al-Akhbar the 
author probably means Ma'dan-i-Akhbar-i-Ahmadi? written by 
Ahmad bin Bahbal bin Jamal Kamgii commonly known as Kanbi. 
It is a general history of the world and was composed in Jahangir’s 
reign about A.H. 1023. A.D. 1614. It is also sometimes designated 
Madan-i-Ad khbir-i-Juhangu i. 





The author of the present work shows scant regard for dates and 
at the end of the reign of each Afghan King gives fanciful and 





1 Rieu in his catalogue of Persian MSS. British Museum, Vol. I, p. 220, 
says “it (the Tabagdt-i-dkbari) is the earliest of the general histories of India 
and the foundation of all the later works on the same subject”. 

St has been printed in the Bibliotheca Indica of the Asiatic Society of Bengal 
in three volumes and also translated into English by Mr. B. De. Of the translation 
Volumes I and IL have been issued in the same series and Vol. IIT is in progress. 
For further detailsof the work and author see, Bada tnt, Muntakhab-ut-Tawarikh, 
Vol. IL, p. 396; Elliot, Bibhographical Index, Vol. I, pp. 180-84; Elhot, History 
of Tadia, Vol. V. pp. 177-476, where a considerable part of the work is given in 
Enghsh; Morley, Catalogue. p. 58, where a detaaled account of its contents will 
be found, Critical Essay, p 38: Aumer. Mumch Catalogue, p. 83; Copenhagen 
Catalogue, p. 21: Rieu. British Museum Catalogue of Persian MSS., Vol. I, 
p- 220; Ethé, India Office Library Catalogue. Nos 225-232: Ethé Bod] Library 
Catalogue. Nos. 184-191; Abdul Mugtadir, Bankipore Catalogue, Vol. VE, 
p- 1; and Nassau Lees, Journal of the Royal Asiatic Soiety, New Series, Vol. U1, 
1868. p. 451. 

2 For other particulars see Rieu. Catalogue Britwh Museuin, Vol. IT, 


p. 888, and Ethé, India Office Library Catalogue, No. 121... 


} 
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sometimes absurd stories in order to breathe some life into the dry 
facts of the history of the reigns of the Kings. He uses in several 
places Urdii words (a list of them with their meanings is given at the 
end) which are not found in other contemporary historical works. 

Mr. Beveridge in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal 
(New Series), Vol. XII, 1916. page 289, says “‘Perhaps the most 
valuable part of his book is his account of the last two years of Babur’s 
reign. It supplements the Memoirs of Babur, and also Ferishta and 
Abul-Fazl, for, as Professor Dowson remarks in a note to p- +2, there 
is no mention elsewhere of the expedition against the Mundahirs. If 
we had not Ahmad Yadgir’s work, we should not know that Babur 
marched to Lahore in the third year after his accession, i.e., in 935, or 
that he met the Rajah of Kahlir at Sirhind, and sent a punitive 
expedition against the Mundahars of Kaithal (in the Karnal district).”’ 
In so far as the Afghan rulers are concerned, we find in this book 
certain accounts which are not known from any other sources, viz., 
the cause of Sher Shih’s attack on Kalinjar (see p. 228), the duration 
of the reign of Firiiz Shah, son of Islim Shah (see p. 272), as two 
months, ete. All Mogul Historians (see p. 274, note 5) unanimously 
hold that Firiz Shah ruled only for three days, but this work assigns a 
longer period of reign to him. This statement of our author, as far 
as I can see, must be correct and Colonel Sir Wolseley Haig in the 
Cambridge History of India, Vol. IV, p. 64, also describes the incident 
of the assassination of Firiiz Shah just as it appears in this work. 
European scholars, such as Vincent A. Smith (vide Akbar the Great 
Mogul, p. 39) and Von Noer (Kaiser Akbar, Vol. I, p. 116), quote this 
work with regard to the execution of Himii by Emperor Akbar. 
Though the former writer thinks that the deed was done by Akbar, 
the latter holds that it was perpetrated by Bairam Khan (for a detailed 
discussion, see my note 1, p. 364). 

Two copies of the work are in Calcutta, one in the Royal Asiatic 
Society of Bengal, numbered 114, and described in the Cat. of the 
Persian MSS. of the Society under the name of Tarikh-i-Salatin-i-Lidi 
wa Suri, and the other in the Bahar Library, a section of the Imperial 
Library, Calcutta, and described in the Cat. of the Bahar Library 
under No. 62, where it bears the title Tarikh-i-Salatin-i-Afdaghina, the 
same title as is given in Elliot’s History of India, (Vol. V, p. 1). 
These two copies in Calcutta are practically identical, one being a 
copy, as it were, of the other, as there is hardly any variation in the 
readings in both the texts; both end abruptly, and at the same place. 
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The British Museum has only 16 foll. of this work, containing the 
account of Humayiin from his accession to his arrival at Baba Haji 
in A.H. 949 (see the text, p. 171). It is described by Rieu in his 
Persian Cat., Vol. IIL, p. 922, where it is stated “Sir H. Elliot held 
it to be posterior to the Tarikh-i-D@idi which it generally follows 
closely”. The Tarikh-i-Da’iidi is also a history of the Lidi and Siir 
dynasties from the time of Bahlil Liidi to the death of Da’tid Shah 
in A.H. 984, A.D. 1576. ‘Abdallah composed the work during the 
reign of Jahangir (A.H. 1014-1037, A.D. 1605-1627). For a full 
description of the latter work see Elliot, History of India, Vol. TV, 
p. 484; Rieu. Cat. Vol. I, p. 243; and Bankipore Cat., Vol. VIT, p. 34. 

Major W. Nassau Lees, in the Journal of the Royal Asiatic 
Society (New Series), Vol. TIT, 1868, pp. 447 and 448, gives abstracts 
of the preface of our work and also of that of the Térikh-i-Di@ iidi. 

These are two distinct. historical works on the reigns of the 
Lidi and Sir dynasties and deal practically with the same period. 
Major Lees attaches much importance to our history and in 
1868 selected this work for publication in the Bibliotheca Indica. 
“Thus,” he says on p. 447, “in the next work which I have selected 
and already recommended for publication in this series, viz., the 
Tarikh-i-Afayhanah, it is stated, as will be seen in the extract given 
below, that since the publication of the Tabakdt-i-Ndsiri and the 
Tarikh-i-Firoz-Shahi no history of merit has been written and hence 
this history was compiled. The name of the author is Ahmad Yadgar.”’ 
Sujan Rai in his work Khuldasat-ut-Tawarikh, composed in A.H. 1107, 
A.D. 1695, lithographed at Delhi in 1918, mentions on p. 7, a history 
called Tarikh-i-Afaghina by Husain Khan Afghan which also deals with 
the accounts of Sultan Bahlil Litdi with his descendants, and 
Sher Shah with his descendants. It is a quite distinct work by a 
different author, though the names of the two works and their subject 
matter happen to be identical. 

While the work was in the press, and 48 pages had already been 
printed, I received the information from Shams-ul-‘Ulama’ Prof. 
‘Abd-ur-Rahmin of St. Stephen College, Delhi, that Prof. Hafiz 
Muhammad Mahmid Shirani of the Lahore University possessed a 
MS. copy of the Tarikh-i-Salatin-i-Afdghina. I at once approached the 
Shams-ul-‘Ulama’ for a loan of the copy and Prof. Shirani very kindly 
placed his MS. at my disposal. On examination, I found it to be a 
very good and reliable copy and that it does not end abruptly, as the 
two Calcutta copies do. I compared the 48 printed pages with this 
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new copy and have given the variants separately: from the 49th 
page, I have based my text on the three MSS. The copy of the 
Society is indicated Gl , the Buhir Library copy wo and the 
Lahore copy @. 

From the colophon of the Lahore copy it appears that the name 
of this work is Taikh-i-Shahi and not Tdrikh-i-Saldatin-i-Afdghina 
or Tartkh-i-Salatin-i-Ludi wa Siivi. The previous cataloguers as well 
as Elliot had defective copies and consequently coined a name according 
to the subject matter of the book. The metrical colophon of the work 
appearing in the Lahore copy after J) ab fel 4\, was, I think, written 
by the copyist and not by the author. In my opinion, the book 
should end with the previous Arabic sentence. This manuscript 
was copied by a caligrapher who was a good Persian scholar and 
poet, and at the end he gives the date of transcription as A.H. 
1054 (A.D. 1644). 

I acknowledge my deep gratitutde to Prof. Hafiz Muhammad 
Mahmid Shirini, an eminent orientalist of the Lahore University, 
for having lent his valuable copy to the Society, without which, the 
work could not have been successfully edited. I think the 
recommendation of Major Lees could not have been carried out so 
long as a third and accurate copy was not forthcoming. I hope 
and trust that the book will be of some use to the students of Indian 
History. In conclusion I gratefully acknowledge the help I received 
from Mr. Johan van Manen, C.I.E., General Secretary to the Royal 
Asiatic Society of Bengal. 

M. HipayatT Hosaln. 
Royau Asiatic Society oF BENGAL, 
Calcutta, April, 1939. 
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1 In the Cambridye History of India, Vol II, p. 228. Sir Wolseley Haig says : 
“At one audience Qutb Khan Lodi, Buhlfil’s cousin and_ brother-in-law, 
produced a chain and, casting it down betore Hamid Khan, informed him that 
it was considered necessary for reasons of state that he should be confined for 
a few days.’ 
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*One day, Shah Sikandar Sarwaéni was seated on the wall (parapet of the 
fort), when one of Sultan Mahmid’s water-carriers was taking away some water 
from a well under the bastion. Shéh Sikandar drew his bow, and sent an arrow 
right through the bullock that was carrying the water-bags.’ The Térikh-1- 
Ddiidi says it was eleven palms long, and the distanve to which it reached was 
800 feet ; and that though it penetrated the water-bags as well as the bullock, 
yet the entire arrow was buried on the other side in the earth. 
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‘One day, Shéh Sikandar Sarwaéni was seated on the wall (parapet of the 
fort), when one of Sultan Mahmid’s water-carriers was taking away some water 
from a well under the bastion. Shah Sikandar drew his bow. and sent an arrow 
right through the bullock that was carrying the water-bags.’ The Tarikh-i- 
Daidi says it was eleven palms long, and the distance to which it reached was 
800 feet ; and that though it penetrated the water-bags as well as the bullock, 
yet the entire arrow was buried on the other side in the earth. 
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On the very night of their arrival the enemy twice carried off their bullocks, 
camels and horses, Elliot. V, p. 4. 
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l The Tarikh-i-Ddadi is fuller:—*: We are brothers: he is a Lodi, and 
I am a Lodi; his mother is my mother and his sister is my sister.’ This 
explains the allusion to ‘mother and sister’ which occurs below. See Elliot, 
Vol. V, p. 3, note 2. 
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1 The horse stumbled, See Ranking, Translation of Badaoni, Vol. I, 
p. 403, note 7. 
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Elliot in vol. V. p. 28, note 4. writes +The omgimal and T'dar7kh-i-D aiid? say 
“the other two divisions to advance from behind the army of the Sultén and 
commence the attack ’’. Dorn in his Translation of Makhzan-i-Afghdn?, p. 78, 
says, ‘Whilst Babur Padishah, who had likewise marshalled the left and right 
wings, on the second line of the right wing. prepared for the contest °. Babur in 
his Tuzuk-7-Bdabwt (Elliot, vol. IV. p. 254) is clear and explicit, *] sent orders 
to the troops stationed as flanker, on the extremes of the right and left 
divisions, to wheel round the enemy's flank with all) possible speed, and 
instantly to attack them in the rear: the right and left divisions were also 
ordered to charge the enemy. The flankers aceordinglh, wheeled on the rear of 
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